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quite intelligible. What is the reason of the advan-
tage which historical Constitutions, Constitutions
gradually developed through the accumulation of
experience, appear as a fact to enjoy over a priori
Constitutions, Constitutions founded on speculative
assumptions remote from experience ? That the
advantage exists, will hardly be denied by any edu-
cated Englishman. With Conservatives this is of
course an axiom, but there are few really eminent
men on the opposite side who do not from time to
time betray the same opinion, especially in presence
of a catastrophe suffered by some Constitution of the
last-mentioned type. Not many persons in the last
century could have divined from the previous opinions
of Edmund Burke the real substructure of his
political creed, or did in fact suspect it till it was
uncovered by the early and comparatively slight
miscarriage of French revolutionary institutions. A
great disillusion has always seemed to me to separate
the " Thoughts on the Present Discontents in 1770 "
and the " Speech on American Taxation in 1774 "
from the magnificent panegyric on the British Con-
stitution in 1790.

Our political system is placed in a just correspondence
and symmetry with the order of the world and with the mode
of existence decreed to a permanent body composed of transi-
tory parts; wherein, by the disposition of a stupendous
wisdom, moulding together the great mysterious incorpora-